
 

 

 

 

 

GAME REVIEW 
ROUND 18 SATURDAY 25 AUGUST 2018 

DEFC v MITCHAM 
 

U19s 

Doncaster East  v Mitcham     11.3-69FINAL11.10-76 

              
The last game of the year was upon us. It’s been a long season with a lot of ups and downs, however 

the boys were very keen to replicate their performance from the last game of the year last season. 

They were intent on ending the season with a win and in the first quarter they showed they were 

here to play. Getting away to a 3 goal lead early playing some fantastic free flowing football. Our 

defence was holding strong and we went into the first quarter break with a 2 goal lead.  

The rest of the match was just goal for goal, with end to end football. Excellent football to watch 

from both sides. There was a little bit of laziness starting to come into our defensive pressure as 

Mitcham starting to take some uncontested marks in their forward line. Mitcham took the lead and 

we would get it straight back. The last quarter was a very tense, with the ball going at a high pace 

around the ground 10 minutes into the last quarter and the scores were level. The next 5 minutes 

was nerve racking with no one being able to score. Mitcham finally managed to break the draw score 

line by getting a point on the board, unfortunately for us our kick out went straight to Mitcham 20 

metres out directly in front and they kicked the goal to go 7 points up. We managed to get the ball 

forward a couple of times with 1 shot on goal but it went well wide to get no score. The siren went, 

and Mitcham were the winners to secure their spot in the top 4.  

Mitcham- 11.10 – 76  /  DEFC-  11.3 - 69 

I would like to take the chance to thank a couple of people.  

Vas my right-hand man! Stood by my side for the last 2 seasons and I couldn't think of anyone I 

would rather have stand by me than Vas. You are a true legend and thank you so much! 

Darren Bourke. My Team manager who has done a simply amazing job. Everything is organised 

weeks in advance and he has made this team run smoothly for 2 years and been a fantastic member 

of our football club! 

To all the great men that have helped in every way this year. Mark, Enzo, Andy, Wes, Andrew, Pete, 

Glenn and Scotty. And a very special thank you to Daniel Gordon who has been at every game 

running water for the boys and I can’t thank you enough for your support! 

Thank you to everyone who has helped along this 2 year journey and hopefully more years to come! 

Cheers 

Matt Vaiano 

Coach                                                                                                                                                                   …/2 
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DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

Doncaster East v Mitcham   10.11-71FINAL6.10-46 

The Development team came up against Mitcham who were 1 win above us on the ladder. We had 
previously beaten them in round 9 by 3 goals and were determined to finish the year off on a 
positive. 

 The signs were positive early, kicking up the hill at Zerbes it was our best start for the year slamming 
on 4 goals to 1 to take a 17-point lead into quarter time. This was through the ruck dominance of 
Daniel Gordon (1 goal), feeding work horse Jason Young on the fly delivering inside 50. When it 
wasn’t a clean centre break, Jayden Phillips was at his contested ball best and was feeding out to 
Daniel Mead (2 goals) who had plenty of it early.  

 We continued the form in the 2nd quarter, dominating play but kicked 2.4 to their 1.2 to extend our 
lead to 25 points. The ball movement was clinical, our focus point was ‘corridor kicks’ to open up the 
opposition and ‘Hand Ball Receives’ to make sure we played fast footy and kept the ball on the 
move. Codd-Miller (2 goals), Fletcher (2 goals), Trkulja & Guiney were standouts in this area. It was 
great to have Pete Sowersby back who applied immense forward pressure, stayed at the feet of 
Michael Parthenides and snagged 2 goals for his reward. Partho was also playing his 150th game for 
the club, a tremendous achievement from a club stalwart. 

 We spoke at half time about putting together 4 quarters of football and cleaning up our inside 50 
kicks. We managed to do both and continued our dominance around the ground. Our rebound from 
the defensive 50 was as good as it has been all year and we managed to go coast to coast for the 
first time all year from a kick out. This showed that when the Development Team stick to the 
structures put in place, we can and have beaten the best teams in the competition. We kicked 3.1 to 
their 2.3 to extend the lead to 29 points at 3 quarter time. 

 We were challenged in the last quarter by Mitcham who had nothing to lose and threw everything 
at us, they kicked 2.3 in the first 10 minutes and came within 14 points of the lead however our 
backline, as they had done for majority of the year, stood tall and held their nerve. Phil Purukamu & 
Liam Kilgour who had a stunning back half of the year made plenty of defensive spoils and intercept 
marks. Mitch Young again really impressed down back, he has played above what his age has shown 
this year and is a promising player for the club. JD Henshaw was again selfless and moved down back 
in the 2nd half and took their best small forward, shutting him out especially in the last when most of 
their forward entries were directed towards him. Pleasingly, we steadied the ship through these 
efforts and had multiple, back to back inside 50’s. We didn’t hurt them on the scoreboard but for 
one of the few times this year, the ball was locked inside our forward half for the last 10 minutes of 
the quarter. We kicked 1.5 to win by 25 points, 10.11.71 to 6.10.46.  

 After the game the song was sung proudly, we earnt the win and the boys deserved it. You can tell 
we had a good day, when you can name all 22 of our players in the best. It was purely, a wonderful 
team effort. 

 At times throughout the year, it has been really tough, majority of our games have been with 18 or 
fewer, however I could not be prouder of the core group of players who attended training most 
nights and played all games. They have stuck with us through thick and thin. 
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We have shown that we are capable of playing some scintillating footy and can be in the mix at the 
pointy end of the season. 

A big thank you must go out to all of our Under 19’s who ‘doubled up’ and played for us throughout 
the season after their morning game. Without you, I would hate to think what could have transpired. 
I cannot wait to work with you next year, along with our core group of players this year, we have 
some exciting times ahead. However, exciting times will only come if we work hard, one for yourself 
and two, for your team mates. 

 The biggest thank you must go out to Vas, Phil Lovell & Andrew Smith who were great support for 
me throughout the entire year. Your eyes and ears for me gave me great perspective and balance. 
Without a great support network I would have struggled. 

I wish our seniors all the best for finals, led by a fantastic coach in Steve Buckle & a brilliant leader in 
Nick Batsanis. 

Go Lions! 

Matt Bremner 

Coach 

 

SENIORS 

Doncaster East v Mitcham 22.18-150FINAL5.6-36 

Probably the best weather day greeted us for the final 18 clash against Mitcham. We had to wait all 

year but we had brilliant sun & no wind to speak of. 

We started well this week kicking 4 goals to 0 in the first quarter. Our kids were on top & our backs 

were holding firm, repelling all Mitcham‘ fwd forays. Confidence levels were high which was pleasing 

to see as we all know Mitcham embarrassed in the last encounter between the clubs. 

The second quarter looked like more of the same as we kicked the first 4 goals of the quarter & were 

looking good. Maybe we got a little too comfortable & got ahead of ourselves as Mitcham kicked the 

last 3 goals of the quarter to take some momentum into the long break. We stopped playing team 

footy & the defensive effort just wasn’t there for the last half of the second quarter. This would be 

something that would need to be addressed at half time. 

After some honest & open discussion in the rooms, we were able to find ourselves again & get back 

to the footy we are known for & what works for us. Our first option gives we’re back, the ball 

movement was crisp & the transition run offensively & defensively had returned. We kicked 5-6 to 0-

2 & we were looking very dangerous if only we could convert more of the chances we were creating. 

The fwds were looking really dangerous & their movement was great. The connection from our 

backs & mids was back & we were all on the same page. Whitey stopping everything that came into 

our defensive 50 & we were getting a good spread of goal kickers. We went in at 3 quarter time 90-

23 up. 

The message at the break was to keep the foot on the throat, be ruthless, relentless & create good 

habits to propel us into the first week of finals. 

Viojo Rainbow was a new player once he was moved fwd & ended up with 4 goals. Summers was at 

his usual hardworking self & getting reward with 4 of his own goals. Whitey continued to dominate 

down back & Murph was having a field day in fwd, creating multiple chances of his own. 
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We kicked 9-6 to 2-1 for the quarter & eventually ran out comfortable winners by 114 points, 22-18-

150 to 5-6-36. 

A great win with everyone contributing & getting their hands on the footy which will mean 

confidence going into next week, the first week of finals against Upper Gully. 

All supporters, members, coaches, players & committee should all be very proud of all the boys 

who’ve contributed to the senior team this year as they’ve had a great home & away season with a 

15-3 win/loss record. 

We have a massive weekend this weekend playing Upper Gully in the first semi-final with the winner 

going straight into the big dance. Hopefully that’s our boys. 

Please get behind all the boys & come out in numbers to support. We’ll need it. 

GO LIONS 🦁  

Steve Buckle 

Coach 


