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GAME REVIEW 
ROUND 17  

SATURDAY 18 August 2018 

LILYDALE V DEFC 
 

U19s 

Lilydale v Doncaster East   19.16-130FINAL4.4-28 

Pulling into Lilydale we couldn’t believe our luck as it was bright sunshine and beautiful weather for 
football!  
 
It was always going to be a tough day for our boys as Lilydale are sitting in the top 2 and pushing their 
case as the best side in the comp so we knew we had to dig deep and come up with something special!  
In the first quarter we had our opportunity going into the forward line, but Lilydale’s defence was too 
strong and stopped any chance we had. From the second quarter Lilydale showed why they were on 
top and put us to the sword! We struggled as Lilydale were making the game look like a training drill. 
We had some outstanding efforts as Lucas Gelsumini and Adam Reynolds were our last line of defence 
and were fantastic as the ball was there 90% of the time and they proved how valuable they are for us! 
Always halving contests and doing a great job!  
 
Giorgio again in the ruck proved that he is the best in the competition as his tap work and the follow up 
work were outstanding. 
 
But Lilydale were just far too strong for us as they walked away with a comfortable 102 point victory!  
 
We move onto the last game of the season this week with our spirits high and a very strong mindset to 
win the last game of the year!  
 
All focus on to the last 4 quarters of the year!  
Go East!  
 

Matt Vaiano 

Coach 

  

DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

Lilydale v Doncaster East   12.14-86FINAL6.4-40 

The Development Team came up against Lilydale who had only chalked up 1 win for the year. 
However, we knew they were a much better team than their win/loss column suggests and with some 
big inclusions and a team of 24, we were going to have to work hard for 4 quarters to take away the 4 
points. 
 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476796-0


 

We started slow in the 1st quarter but managed to kick the last 3 of the quarter through attacking 
football which was some of our best for the year. We went in 2 points down at quarter time. 
 
Our midfield dominance was outstanding through some exquisite tap work from Daniel Gordon linking 
up with Jason Young and James Papaconstantinou however we couldn’t capitalise early as we missed 
a few set shots and Lilydale scored on the rebound. Pleasingly, we didn’t drop our heads and kicked 
the last 2 goals for the quarter again and went in at half time 2 points down. 
 
Unfortunately, a trend has started over the last month of 3rd quarter and 2nd half fade outs and it 
continued against Lilydale as we didn’t score in the 3rd quarter and Lilydale put the margin out to 25 
points. Phil Purukamu showed why he is one of the best back man in the comp as he was given the 
task of shutting down their best forward after quarter time and did exactly that! 
 
We needed a miracle in the 4th quarter as Armageddon hit Lilydale Sports Oval and a cross wind 
breeze turned into a downwind 6 goal breeze, unfortunately not in our favour. We tried our best but 
unfortunately it wasn’t good enough and the damage had been done in the 3rd quarter. 
 
Nick Fletcher was consistent all game, JD Henshaw was valuable on the wing, Jayden Phillips won 
plenty of contested footy and Papa added some spark around the footy, but the 2 standouts were 
Daniel Gordon and Jason Young who led by example for 4 quarters. Unfortunately we didn’t have 
enough follow suit. 
 
One more game to go against Mitcham where we look to better our win loss record from last year and 
finish off on a positive. 
 
Matt Bremner 

Coach 

 

SENIORS 

Lilydale v Doncaster East 9.11-65FINAL10.7-67 

Another cold & weekend welcomed us again for the second week in a row as we made our way out 
to the LSO for the radio game against Lilydale. 
 
We prepared for a hardened Lilydale who were always going to come for us as they were fighting to 
try kick down a top 2 spot & stay in the race with both Upper Gully & ourselves. 
 
As expected Lilydale came out with an intensity that we prepared for but just didn’t match in the 
early stages of the game. Their speed & work around the stoppage was causing us a few concerns as 
they had multiple fwd 50 entries. They hit the scoreboard with a few goals but missed a couple of 
very gettable chances as well which kept us in the game as we were able to go down the other end 
& score a late goal ourselves right on the siren to end the first quarter. This meant we went in at 
quarter time only a couple of goals down. 
 
The second was a little similar to the first as we struggled to get any real clean footy but made the 
most of our few chances as Lilydale again missed a few chances again & we went into the half time 
break 15 points down. 
 
I put it on the boys at half time to get on the same page & play a better team brand of footy instead 
of going into self-preservation mode & to the boys’ credit they rallied & started on fire in the third 
quarter. Within 4 mins of the quarter we found ourselves in front kicking 3 quick goals. Our pressure 
in the middle lifted as our midfield got on top & our forward lifted their pressure & were rewarded 
for their efforts.                         …/3 
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Another 2 goals would come in quick succession & then another goal late to put us 20 put points up 
going into the last quarter. Our backs all did a stellar job keeping Lilydale to only 3 behinds for the 
quarter. Smithy was really going well in the ruck & around the ground as he competed & tackled his 
tail off. Our skipper Batsi was having great influence in & around the stoppage as well while Jae 
Summers lifted the forward line. 
 
The last quarter was a real arm wrestle as we saw the first 12 mins of it be scoreless as the game 
became a real in tight tussle with no quarter given or received. This was playing into our hands as we 
were still hanging onto a 20 point lead with over half the quarter gone. Unfortunately, that didn’t 
last any longer & Lilydale found their mojo again. We struggled to get any clean ball & couldn’t get 
the ball past our chf area. Lilydale were able to put some scoreboard pressure on us & get the 
margin back to 2 points with about 3 mins left.  
 
Enter Jack Sholakis. In a play that is one of the most courageous acts I’ve seen this year, he went 
back with the flight of the ball which was meant for T Gordon I believe, he chopped it off with no 
regard of what was coming the other way & was able to mark the ball & run into an open goal. We 
were back to 8 points in front & thought we had done enough. Low & behold Lilydale struck straight 
back within 20 seconds with a goal of their own & the lead was back to 2 points. 
Time to try hang on again. We were able create stoppage after stoppage & milk the last 1-2 mins off 
the clock with some great in close play by Smithy, Batsi & Brock. 
 
A really exciting game & great win by 2 points against another quality opponent. This now locked in 
a top 2 spot for us & possibly a top spot which would be a great feather in the cap for the boys who 
have worked so hard all year & deserve everything they get. 
 
The skipper Batsi lead by example supported by Smithy & it’s great to see Batsi hit some serious 
form before the finals start. 
 
We have our last game this week at Zerbes against Mitcham before the finals start. This is a great 
opportunity to get everything right heading into finals as well as trying to square up the ledger after 
Mitcham made us look pretty ordinary earlier in the year. 
 
Please get down & support the boys as they get ready to make another assault on a finals series. 
 

GO LIONS 🦁  
 
Steve Buckle 

Coach 


