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GAME REVIEW 
ROUND 16 SATURDAY 11/08/ 2018 

DEFC v Wantirna Sth 
 

U19s 

Doncaster East  v   Wantirna South             6.7.42 FINAL 10.11.71  
 

Walking into the rooms on Saturday morning in the pouring rain, with the ground covered in 

flooded water and the wet, cold wind blowing across the ground you knew  it was going to be 

a tough morning. With the weather being the main focus of the boys we had to quickly turn 

that around and get them sharply focused on the football game that was coming up. With a 

good team in we knew we would be in the contest. We had to be on from the start, we had to 

get in lower harder and be cleaner than the opposition if we wanted to win this game of 

football.  

 

First quarter and the first goal to Doncaster East. The boys were up and about with a great 

start. Wantirna South started to wrestle back the momentum and managed to fight there way 

to a 3 goal lead at quarter time. 

 

From there on it was a very scrappy affair with the wet heavy ball making it very hard for 

good skills and open plays. To our credit we did clean up our skills and started to move the 

ball a lot better in the second half. With a shift in mindset to not bullet a pass to a team mate 

but put it out in space so we could use our leg speed to run onto it, It worked really well, we 

took the game on across half back and put the ball onto our wing and let our pace do the rest. 

We hit the scoreboard a few more times, however we were always just 1-2 many goals 

behind to mount a real case to steal the lead.  

Full Credit to Wantirna South who always had an answer for our goals and played some 

really good football in hard trying conditions.  

 

 
Matt Vaiano 

Coach 

  

DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

No Report 

SENIORS 

Doncaster East v  Sth Wantirna  12.7.79 FINAL 12.4.76 
 
We welcomed one of arch rivals (over the last 2 years anyway) in Wantirna Sth to Zerbies Reserve on 
Saturday in very cold & what would turn out to be very wet conditions. 
 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476796-0
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-469361-0


 

This week there was a big focus to start fast as we've struggled in that department over the last month 
especially & needed to remedy that. We jumped out of the blocks which was pleasing & kicked 3.3 to 
no score in the first quarter but probably should have been 5.1 as we missed a few simple chances in 
front of goal. 
 
The msg at quarter time was to take our chances when they presented themselves due to the 
conditions likely to change later in the day as well as praising our backline for holding them scoreless 
in the first quarter. Our ball movement was pretty clean & sharp & we needed to keep that going in the 
second. This is something that we weren't able to execute in the second term & allowed Wantirna Sth 
to dictate play a bit. They were able to bring the game back in close & turn it into a bit of a scrap 
where possession & territory were key. Wantirna Sth were able to put some pressure on us & the 
physical nature of the game meant we were getting sucked in a little bit & gave away a few cheap free 
kicks which resulted in goals. The term finished 5.6 to 4.3 & we went into the long break 9 points up. 
 
It was much of the same in the third quarter with conditions becoming very wet, slippery & heavy. The 
heavens opened up & gave us a serving of rain & hail. The game became an even bigger scrap with 
goals at a premium. Both teams struggled to get any real ascendancy & the tight nature of the contest 
meant something was going to have to give going into the last. Wantirna Sth were able to kick 3 goals 
to our 2 in the quarter to leave us with a lead of only 2 points, 7.6 to 7.4 
 
The last quarter would turn out to be a cracker. Enter Michael (Micka) Steven. He was at his bullying 
best in the last & kept driving the ball forward at every opportunity. Our midfield was toiling away hard 
with Smithy in the ruck, J & T Appleby cracking in in the middle & around stoppage. There were goals 
aplenty in the last with both sides kicking 5 goals each for the quarter. Wantina Sth kicked the first 
goal early to take the lead by 4 points. We were able to answer at the 8 minute mark & then again at 
the 11 minute mark to hold a 9 point lead & with all the momentum. That lasted all of 3 minutes as 
Wantirna Sth kicked the next 3 goals to take a 9 point lead themselves at the 17 minute mark. We 
then kicked the next 2 at the 19 & 22 minute mark to wrestle back the lead by 3 points. We figured 
there couldn't be too long left so putting an extra number behind the ball was the option which didn't 
really pan out as we gave away a cheap free kick & Luke Williams put Wantirna Sth back in front by 3 
points at the 24.30 minute mark. We needed a miracle & threw caution to the wind by getting Jack 
Martin fwd. All I'll say is WHAT AN ABSOLUTE CRACKING GOAL!!! We managed to get the ball fwd 
through brute strength around the stoppage, the ball would run into JMarts path but he still had a lot of 
work to do. He had Luke Williams breathing down his neck as he picked the ball up cleanly, scooted 
around the boundary line near the practice wickets & then proceeded to banana a right foot snap 
running towards the boundary back towards the goals & hallelujah it sailed through.  
 
The next 30 seconds would be a made rush of players pushing back to get numbers behind the footy 
as we were now at the 28 minute mark of the quarter & surely there couldn't be long left. We had to 
face 2 more stoppages with the second one Wantirna Sth clearing from the middle with pretty good 
entry. It came down to a 1 on 1 contest with Luke & his opponent. (no free kicks please). Luke stayed 
composed & spoiled the ball, Sam gold quickly into assist & bang the siren goes. You beauty!!!  
 
We've won by 3 points, 12.7.79 to 12.4.76.  
 
This is the third time in a row that we've played Wantirna Sth that we've come from behind & kicked a 
goal in the last minute of the game to win by under a kick. We match up on each other very well. 
 
Best players for us were Micka, T Appleby, Smithy, JMart, Murph & J Appleby 
 
We travel to Lilydale this week & need to keep winning to hold onto top spot & a double chance 
leading into finals Please get out to the LSO oval if you can & support the boys. We're now getting to 
the business end of the season & all the support we can generate is greatly appreciated. 
 
GO LIONS 

 
 
 
 
Steve Buckle 

Coach 


