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GAME REVIEW 
SATURDAY  21 JULY 2018 

ROUND 14 DEFC v CROYDON 
 

U19s 

Doncaster East  v Croydon    3.1-19FINAL23.20-158 

Coming into this game we knew we had it up against us versing Croydon. They are very strong in the Under 19 

competition and the last 4 times we have played against them it’s been very one-sided. However, the boys came 

out with the right spirit playing some fantastic football. We controlled the football and had some great passages 

of play from our backline to our forward line. It was the best we have moved the ball all year. They stuck to 

instructions and carried out the game plan very, very well. As Croydon do when their opportunity comes they 

took advantage of it and started to pull away very quickly. Five minutes into the second half we unfortunately got 

struck with an injury which left us with 17 players on the ground and Croydon took full advantage kicking 7 goals 

in 10 minutes and blowing the game out to what would be another 100 point victory against us.  

We spoke at 3qrt time about the boys stepping up and fighting right to the end and continuing to play the way we 

wanted to play. With the break next week the boys gave it everything and in the first 5 minutes the comeback 

was on! With 2 quick goals there was a shift in momentum. There was a buzz in the crowd; things were 

happening - Croydon were getting worried and we were surging for an unlikely 100 point turn around. That was a 

dream as Croydon kicked the next 6 goals and blew it out to a 130+ point victory. 

As big as the margin was I honestly believe that was our best game with the football in hand. Our passages of 

play were fantastic. A great learning experience for our boys and confidence boosting knowing if we can use the 

football like we did today every game we will be in more games than not! 

Well done Croydon! 

Matt Vaiano 

Coach 

  

DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

Doncaster East v Croydon  9.5-59FINAL14.8-92 

The development team arrived at Zerbes on a perfect day for footy knowing the numbers were again short with 

16, however there was some relative good news - Croydon only had 18 which was a pleasant change as the 

opposition in the 3 of the last four games have had a full 24. 

Congratulations must go to Brem and JD for gaining a call up to the main game both being rewarded for 

consistent form and hard work on the training track. We welcomed two like for like players in Tim Robinson and 

Rod Stevens brother of Micka. It was great to have to tall players in the team to give Nick Martyn a chop out in 

the ruck. 

 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476796-0
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476790-0


 

Again we got off to a slow start with Croydon kicking three pretty easy goals before we responded with two of our 

own to go into the first break 12 points down. We started to play better accountable football and were a little 

more patient with the ball in the hand but we couldn’t bridge the ¼ time deficit.  

The message at half time was to take some risks with our run and ball use and most of all have some fun and 

reward each other for our hard work. This reflected on the scoreboard as we were able to kick four majors for the 

quarter but again a couple of easy goals from the goal square to Croydon took the wind out of our sails. There 

was still some strong belief within the group that we could get over Croydon but there bigger bodies and run got 

us and they ran out winners by 33points. 

This was a really good team effort and the boys fought the game right out to the end. Special thanks again to the 

Under 19 boys who helped out. It’s a massive effort and they all acquitted themselves well. Like Brem I’m super 

impressed by these guys who turn up week in week out against the odds to represent Doncaster East. We had 

fun and played well as a team and again took it right up to a team that will be playing finals. 

We didn’t get the four points but as Youngy said in his mumbling address before the first bounce reminding us 

that we owed Croydon as they beat us by 135 points in round 5, to decrease that result by 102 points is a huge 

effort and confirms how far this group has come. 

I thought everyone was good but must mention Luke Mcleod, Daniel Mead, Jake Clarke, Jason Young for 

working tirelessly all day and Nick Sacco for slotting 4 majors. 

Andrew Smith 

Coach 

 

SENIORS 

Doncaster East v Croydon   17.10-112FINAL7.18-60 

We welcomed Croydon to Zerbes last weekend & were a lot happier to be greeted with better weather conditions 

than the previous couple of weeks. 

On a beautiful sunny Saturday afternoon we knew we were going to in for a fight against a Croydon team that 

was in some really good form. They came into the game with some real momentum & wanting to atone from their 

loss to us earlier in the year. 

Croydon started well & had their young team running & spreading hard early which had us trying to figure out a 

way to close their outside run down. Their midfield probably had the better of us early & they had multiple fwd 

entries which resulted in scoreboard pressure on us. Croydon went into quarter time with the lead & deserved it. 

We were able to gather ourselves at quarter time & make some adjustments & the game started to turn on the 

back of it. Jake Summers was really starting to have some influence on the game with some big marks & 

important goals. Our midfield was starting to get on top with Micka leading the way in there with assistance from 

Brock. Our backline stood up & repelled all Croydon’s fwd thrusts & started our attacking moves. On the back of 

that we were able to go in at half time approx 2 goals up. 

The second half was similar to the second quarter. We continued on with the midfield dominance with Smithy 

really starting to take control in the ruck & Micka & Brock absolute brutes in there. We were able to hold strong 

down back with our young backline & stop the majority of their fwd entries. Jake Summers continued to dominate 

fwd with Sholakis starting to look very dangerous. We went into 3 quarter time about 4 goals up. 

 

The last quarter was where our boys really put the foot to the throat of Croydon, lifted the pressure again & 

created multiple opportunities to hit the scoreboard. Our effort was really consistent not only in the last quarter 

but for the majority of the day & we eventually ran out 52 point winners. 

 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-469361-0
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We still have a lot to work on & a lot of improvement left. We’ll have some more boys coming back from injury & 

from holidays in the next week or two which will put some serious pressure on spots in the team. 

We have the bye this weekend & then travel to Park Orchards for the first time in the Club’s history & need to 

keep winning. As always, any support we can get when we travel will be of great assistance to our boys & greatly 

appreciated.  

Go lions... 🦁 🦁 🦁  

 
Steve Buckle 

Coach 


