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GAME REVIEW 
SATURDAY 23 JUNE 2018 

DEFC v MOOROOLBARK 
 

U19s 

Doncaster East  v Mooroolbark    6.11-47  final  7.9-51 
 
Coming into this week’s game after a nail biter last week the boys were keen to make a good start and be in the 

game from the first quarter. 

Full credit they did that and pushed on! The first half was very much dominated by East Doncaster with plenty of 

the football and plenty shots on goal! However bad kicking is bad football and not being able to convert relatively 

easy opportunities had left the door open for Mooroolbark to stay in the game. 

Coming into half time with 3 goals and 6 behinds and couple out on the full the score line should have been a lot 

different. 

However, with the door still open and injuries taking its toll we were left with 17 men on the ground with head 

injuries to 2 key players. Mooroolbark took advantage and came into the last quarter 4 points down. We had to 

fight hard and with an early goal we looked to steady ourselves. Mooroolbark to their credit kept pressing very 

hard and with the last 2 minutes of play 2 goals down they had 6 shots on goal! Our defence was seeing a 

barrage and with 10 seconds left on the clock unfortunately couldn’t hold on as a quick snap sailed through and 

put Mooroolbark ahead by 4 points. 

Another heartbreaking loss for the boys who toughed it out with 17 men.  

Unfortunately our score line was 6. 11 .47  

With 4-5 shots on goal marked on the line or out on the full.  

Another heartbreaking loss but will come fighting for next challenge.  

Matt Vaiano - Coach 

 

DEVELOPMENT TEAM 

Doncaster East v Mooroolbark   11.8-74  final  7.8-50 
 
The Development team set themselves for a massive contest against undefeated, ladder leaders Mooroolbark.  
 
Although Mooroolbark kicked the first 2 goals of the game, our defensive pressure acts were high and we 
responded with 2 goals to level the scores at quarter time 2.2.14 apiece. 
 
The 2nd quarter was when we started to get on top in the game, our pressure continued and our ball movement 
started to open up the opposition. Michael Parthenides started to become dominant up forward with some great 
contested marks, Jake Clarke was terrific on the inside of the contest and Chris Zarafa and Sam Leech were 
brilliant on the outside creating some great run. Although we didn’t have a massive lead, we had all the 
momentum and took a 7 point lead into the main break. 
 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476796-0
http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-476790-0


 

The 3rd quarter was hotly contested with Mooroolbark always looking to bounce back after the first half and they 
did, levelling the scores at 3 quarter time 6.4.40. This would have been a lot more if it weren’t for some 
outstanding defensive efforts from our back 6, especially Ash Neville who continued to leave his man to help out 
his team mates in marking contests, Liam Kilgour was backed to his absolute best with intercept marking and ball 
use while Phil Purukamu was selfless all game shutting down their number 1 forward. 
 
The 4th quarter was our best for the year, we were challenged early as Mooroolbark kicked the 1st goal and 2 
points of the quarter, but our midfield responded through the tireless efforts from Jason Young who seemed to 
win clearance after clearance. James Papaconstantinou competed hard in the ruck and was influential around 
the ground kicking 2 important goals throughout the game including 1 in the last. Andrew Smith’s ball use, hard 
body and smarts was influential while Mitch Young continued his super form with some great defensive efforts 
and rebounding run. Nick Martyn was brilliant up forward creating another option going forward kicking a goal in 
the last and Liam Kilgour rounded off his Best On Ground performance kicking the sealer after fending off 4 
opponents, swivelling and snapping on his right foot to put it through the big sticks.                                               
It was party time from then on as the boys deserved to soak up what would be one of the great wins the 
Development Team has had at this club. 
 
We have breathed a bit of life into our season and we look forward to taking on Mulgrave at their patch next 
week, a tough venue to walk away with the 4 points.  
 
Anything is possible with this group, it’s just how far we want to take it. One week at a time. 
 
Matt Bremner - Coach 

 

SENIORS 

Doncaster East v Mooroolbark   16.16-112  final  5.8-38 
 
We welcomed Mooroolbark to Zerbes on Saturday & were looking to get back on the winners list. 

The key word for the day was REDEMPTION. Not only for our performance against Mooroolbark in round 1 but 

for our embarrassing performance last weekend against Mitcham.  

We got the response we were looking for. We bounced out of the blocks with a mix of hard-nosed footy & some 

great outside run which set up a 6 goal to 1 opening term. Exactly how we wanted to respond & the boys were 

playing the footy that we’d been used to over the early part of 2018. 

The 2nd quarter was pretty similar & we controlled the footy for the most part & were still able to hit the 

scoreboard & play our brand of footy which is a very high pressure game. We executed that well in the first half & 

went in with a 7-8 goal lead. 

The 3rd quarter was a little disappointing & was a bit of an arm wrestle with no team really dominating the 

quarter. A few old habits crept in but we were able to address them at the break & get set for the last. 

The last quarter was pleasing as we were able to outscore Mooroolbark again & ran the game out well. We made 

up for the mistakes we made in the third quarter & made the necessary adjustments. Our ball movement was 

better & our ability to win the footy at the coal face was back & that enabled us to run out 12 goal winners. 

Great effort by the boys & that was closer to the way we want to go about our footy as a group. We were pretty 

consistent over the 4 quarters & it showed on the scoreboard as well as through the consistency in effort & 

application.  

Great to see the debut of Fletch & Riley who both had impact on the game & held their own.  

Another big game this weekend against Mulgrave away, so we’ll be looking to apply the same pressure & 

implement the same game style. If you can make it out & brave the cold, which historically it always is at 

Mulgrave, to support the boys, it’d be greatly appreciated. 

Steve Buckle - Coach 

http://websites.sportstg.com/team_info.cgi?id=24921185&c=1-722-0-469361-0

